MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


0.5 mm, deep yellow. Pistil | mm, stigmas white. Lodicules 
0.3 mm. Grains elliptic-ovate. 


Distribution 

World: America, Africa and Asia (Bor 1960; Moulik 1997). 

India: Peninsula, East India, Northeast India, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands (Bor 1960; Karthikeyan et a/. 1989; 
Moulik 1997). 

Ecology: The taxon occasionally occurs in streams and 
moist localities of Chintapalli forest area (Visakhapatnam 
district). 

Fl. & Fr.: July-November. 

Voucher specimen: Chintapalli (Visakhapatnam district) 
BR & AMR 24576 (SKU) 
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31. A NOTE ON THE COLLECTION OF PTERIS PUBERULA CHING 
(PTERIDACEAE: PTERIDOPHYTA) IN THE NORTH-WESTERN HIMALAYA 
FROM KUMAON HILLS 


The occurrence of Pteris puberula Ching (=Pteris 
nepalensis H. Ito) of Family Pteridaceae was reported for the 
first time by Punetha (1985) from Lohaghat and Champawat 
in District Champawat as a commonly growing species. Later, 
Pangtey and Punetha (1987) included this species, while 
enumerating the pteridophytic flora of Kumaon Himalaya 
based on the report of Punetha (1985), in the north-western 
Himalaya. But these specimens were later re-identified by 
Fraser-Jenkins (pers. comm.) as a large sized Pteris subquinata 
Wall. ex Agardh and subsequently Punetha and Kholia (1989) 
accepted that this species does not occur in Kumaon Himalaya 
and that the earlier report of Punetha (1985) was certainly 
based on misidentification. Unfortunately, Pande (1990), 
Pande and Pande (2002), and Dixit and Kumar (2002) still 
catalogued this species from Pithoragarh and Champawat in 
Kumaon Himalaya based on the wrong report of Punetha 
(1985). 

Khullar (1994) in his AN ILLUSTRATED FERN FLORA OF THE 
WEST HIMALAYA has clearly excluded this species based on 
Punetha and Kholia (1989) and suggested that this species 
does not occur in Kumaon in the west Himalaya. 

Fraser-Jenkins (1997) has clearly pointed out that he 
has not seen P. puberula Ching as far west as near the top of 
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Sheopuri mountain, north of Kathmandu, Bagwati zone, central 
Nepal and that it is abundant at higher altitudes in eastern 
Nepal and around Darjeeling and also Lachung in the north 
of Sikkim. 

While compiling the fern flora of Uttaranchal, it was 
found that some specimens were tentatively identified as 
P puberula Ching by Fraser-Jenkins (1994) in our Herbarium, 
but remained unattended for a long time thinking that they 
are the larger specimens of P. subquinata Wall. ex Agardh. 
However, the specimens match very well with the photograph 
and description given by Ito (1966) in Hara. Realising its close 
similarity with P puberula (=P. nepalensis), the author sent 
two specimens to C.R. Fraser-Jenkins, then in Kathmandu, 
Nepal in 2000 for his expert comments and he identified and 
confirmed these specimens to be P. puberula Ching with a 
remark that this is a genuine collection of P. puberula Ching 
from Kumaon in north-western Himalaya and that all previous 
records were erroneous. Thus, the collection of this species 
in Kumaon Himalaya is certainly an addition to the fern flora 
of Kumaon Himalaya in particular and the north-western 
Himalaya in general and extends its distributional range further 
west to Kumaon from the central Nepal. The author is of the 
view that this species may be quite frequently observed, 
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